i98               STAGE CONFIDENCES
that the exclusive spirit of the first, and the unending  occupation   of   the   second,  kept them   uncomfortably  far   apart.     But   the ; JJ '                                       question has invariably been as to  a com-
• |'                                         patibility between   religion   and   the   stage.
"                                         Now I take it that religion means a belief in
God, and the desire and effort to do His will; therefore I see nothing incompatible between religion and acting. I am a church-
t                                       woman  now;  but  for many   years circum-
I   !                                       stances  prevented   my  entering  the   great
army of Christians who have made public confession of their faith, and received baptism as an outward and visible sign of a spiritual change. Yet during those long ,                                        years without a church I was not without
4        \                                                                                   J
jj'l'i                                        religion.    I knew naught of "justification,"
I*                                            of "predestination," of "transubstantiation."
!     I                                        I only knew I must obey the will of God.
»| j                                        Here was  the   Bible;   it  was   the word of
M 1                                        God.    There was   Christ, beautiful,  tender,
j \\                                          adorable, and he said : " Thou shalt love the
HI «'                                        Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all
n                         with: " Oh,   of  course!    If we are acting
